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BITAEMO FOCTEM 10 HALLOIO XPAMY

A WARM WELCOME TO ALL GUESTS AND VISITORS TO OUR COMMUNITY

PO3K/NIAA BOCKPECHUX BOTOCNTYXKEHb

Hepnina,7-ro KBiTHA 4-Ta HepinA BENAMKOro Nocry Nitypria 10:00 roa,. paHKy

BNAFOBILWEHHA CesaTa TanHa Cnosigi 9:30
YetBep, 11-ro KBiTHA MoKNoHU MoyaTtok 18:00
Cy6oTa ,13-ro KBiTHS, AkadicHa CyboTta Nitypria 9:30 roa. paHKy

CeaTa TanHa Cnosiai 9:00
17:00 AkadicTi copokoycTu

Hepgina, 14-ro KBiTHA 5-ta Hepgina Benukoro Mocrty Nitypria 8 10:00 rog,. paHKy
Mpn. Mapii ErmnutcbKoi Cnosigb - 9:30 - 9:50 roa. paHKy
Cepepa, 17-ro KBiTHA Nitypria PaHiw - OcAveHunx [apis Cnosigb 9:00 - 9:30 roa.paHKy

Nitypria 9:30 ropg.paHKy

Cy60Ta, 20-ro KBiTHS

NA3SAPEBA CYBOTA Cnosiapb 8:30 - 9:00 roa.paHKy

Nitypria 9:00 roa.paHky17:00 - BevipHsa - CopoKkoyctu i NocBsueHHA Bepbu

Heaina, 21-ro KBiTHA

KBITHA HEAQINA Cnosigb - 9:00 po 9:50 rog,. paHKy
Nitypria 0 10:00 roAa. paHky
MocesayeHHs sepbu (Wymka, n103a)




SCHEDULE OF SERVICES AND CHURCH FEASTS

Sunday, April 7 4th Sunday of Great Lent 9:30 - 9:50 am Confession
The Annunciation to the Most-Holy Theotokos 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Thursday, April 11 Reading of The Great Canon of St. Andrew of Crete 6:00 pm
Saturday, April 13 Akathist Saturday 9:00 — 9:30 am Confession
9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Akathist to our Lord Jesus Christ, followed by Sorokousty 5:00 pm

Sunday, April 14 5t Sunday of Great Lent 9:30 - 9:50 am Confession
Commemoration of Mary of Egypt 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, April 17

9:00 —9:30 am Confession
Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 9:30 am Divine Liturgy

Saturday, April 20

Lazarus Saturday  8:30 —9:00 a.m. Confession 9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy
5:00 p.m. Vespers & Sorokousty,
followed by blessing of the willows

Sunday, April 21

Palm Sunday 9:00 - 9:50 a.m. Confession
Entrance of our Lord into Jerusalem 10:00 a.m. Divine
Liturgy followed by blessing of the Willows

MOJIUMOCSA 3A XBOPUX TA HEMIYHUX NAPA®IAH:

Okcany PycuH, Mapycto 3umoselb, AHHy JleHbko, Bonogummupa XomeHko, TeTsHy Xepebeubky, Bipy bydvak-Ceru,
Onto MiHo, CtedpaHis LWesuyk, MapsH Onumwyk, Onekca Maukoscbkui, tOnis Mywkap, Mapycio i Agonbga BeHrep,
[anuno i AHToHiHa CteunwuH, Mapis 3anescbka, Tapac l'ykano, Teopocito basep, Hukonas Muxanntoka, Onecs
Bonowyk, AHHa lpuukos'sH, Mapis Tekena, Easapa [opoxoscekui, BaneHTuHa puHuwuH, Masno Knumuyk, HKOpin
Mpimak, AHHa 3ybeHko, AHaTonin XpuHoscbkui, OkcaHa XaH. Jltoamuna Kovepra i €sreH MMigsucoubkuit.

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH - for members who are ill and unable to come to church:

Theodosia Bawer, Vera Buchak-Seguin, Oksana Chan, Wolodymyr Chomenko, Anatoli Chrenowski, Edward
Dorozowsky, Anna Hryckowian, Valentyna Hrynyshyn, Taras Hukalo, Paul Klymchuk, Ludmila Kocherha, Anna Lencko,
Nickolai Michailuk, Mario Onyszchuk, Alex Pachkowsky, Jim Pidwysocky, Olga Pineau, George Primak, Julie Puszkar,
Oksana Rusyn, Julie & Peter Safulko, Stella Shewchuk, Dan & Antonina Stechysin, Mary Tekela, Lesia Voloshchuk,
Adolphe & Marusia Wenger, Maria Zalewski, Tanya Zerebecky, Anna Zubenko, Marusia Zymowec.




LEPKOBHO - TPOMALCbKI OrOJIOLWEHHA

PARISH AND COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

TAIHCTBO MPUYACTA | CNOBIAI - Mpuragyto, wo nig yac
Benukoro MocTy He 3anuiiaiiTe cnosigb Ha OCTaHHI0 BepbHy
Hegino Benukoro nocty. [lig 4yac nocty, no cyboram
CnyxaTtbCs BignpaBu, A€ MOxHa npuctynutu ao Cnosigi i
lMpeyacTa 3a nis roauHN Ao noyatky JliTyprii.

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION & COMMUNION -
Every effort has been made to schedule many services
during Great Lent at which the Sacraments of Confession &
Communion are served. Confession is heard every Sunday
morning at 9:30 am or 30 minutes before any Liturgy during
Great Lent.

MOXOPOH: Bigifwna y BiYHICTE Ha 95 poui XuTTH,
[0BroniTHA napadisiHka Hawworo Cobopy, €BreHis Pycyubka.
Hepina, 7-ro keitHa, 19:00 naHaxupa B MNOXOPOHHOMY
3aBeneHHs Alfred Dallaire Memoria.

MoHepinok 8-ro kBiTHSA, 9:30 rog. paHKy YMH NMOXOPOHY B
Cobopi Ce. Codpii. Bcin poguHi BMCROBMIOEMO  LiMpe
cnipyytTa. BiyHa ii nam gtb.

FUNERAL: Long standing member of this parish, EUGENIA
RUSEDSKI, fell asleep in the Lord at age 95 years.
PANACHYDA: Sunday, April 7" at 7:00 p.m. —Alfred Dallaire
Memoria Funeral Home.

FUNERAL SERVICE: Monday, at 9:30 a.m. — from the
Cathedral. Our condolences to the family. May her memory
be eternal.

COPOKOYCTHU - cBiuku moxHa npuabatv Big cCTapLumx
Gpatie 3eHka [puubkoB’'sHa abo Bonogummpa Octanyyka.

SOROKOUSTY CANDLES - are now available. Please see
Zenon Hryckowian or Walter Ostapchuk if you would like to
purchase one.

MUCAHKA-BIHIO: B Heginto, 7-ro kBiTHs, 2019 poky, 13:00
B LiepkoBHiit 3ani. LliHa 0biny $15.00 3apoBoneHHst ans BCix
BiKOBMX KaTeropiu.

PYSANKA EASTER EGG BINGO - today, Sunday, April 7,
2019 at 1:00 pm in the church hall. Lunch $15. Fun afternoon
for all ages.

LIEPKOBHI 360PWU: B cepeay, 10-ro kBiTHs, 0 6:00 roa.
BeYopa B LiepKOBHii 3ani.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - Wednesday, April 10, 2019 at
6:00 pm in the Parish Hall.

OBIOHWULUA:- Binbygetbca 17-ro KBiTHA B YKpaiHCHKIN
pesngeHyii 19:00. 3anpowyemo.

NOON SERVICE - Wednesday, April 17, 2019, Ukrainian
Residence — 7:00 p.m.

AYXOBHWUWA CEMIHAP: B cy6oty, 13-ro ksiTHs, 2019 poky.
MouaTtok 11:30 B LiepKOBHiK 3ari.

11:30 — nepekycka
nekuis ans monogi i Bcix 6axatoumx

12:00 - 13:00 o. CtenaH beram
" YoMy Ham noTpibHa Lepksa™

kasa 13:00- 13:15

13:15 - 14:00 - MpoT. Bonogumup
" Mu Baunnu cBiTno npaeamee - 3HaviHHg JiTyprii

14:00- 14:30 kaBa

SPIRITUAL SEMINAR - Saturday, April 13, 2019 in the
church hall.

11:30 a.m. Refreshments

Youth and Adult Lecture:
12:00 p.m. — 1:00 p.m. Speaker: Fr. Stephane Bingham
Theme: Why do we need the Church

1:00 p.m. - 1:15 p. m. Coffee Break

1:15 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Speaker: Very Rev. Archpriest Volodymyr Kouchnir
Theme: We have seen the true light
(The Meaning of the Divine Liturgy)

2:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m. Coffee Break




14:30 - 15:30 - Mport. dp. Irop KyTaw
" [lyxoBHe XuTTS

15:30 -16:00 nepekycka

16:00 - 17:00 - [ip. MeTpo KoHgpa
“Hayka i peniris™

(UntanHsa Akadpicta Ctpactam ocnogHim
17:00 rog. Bevopa i CopokoycTu

2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Speaker: Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dr. Ihor Kutash
Theme: Spiritual Life

3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Refreshments

4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Speaker: Dr. Peter Kondra
Theme: Science & Religion

5:00 pm Akathist to our Lord Jesus Christ,
followed by Sorokousty

XPELWEHHA: - Cybota, 13-ro ksitHa o 10:00 roa.paHky
BinbyayTbCs  TaiHCTBO  XpelieHHs Banepii Kpynko, goHs
Mwukonw Kpynko i IHHK 'pigunHa.

BAPTISM - Saturday, April 13, 2019 at 10:00 am - Valérie
Krupko, daughter of Mykola Krupko and Inna Gridchyna.

CEPIi IYXOBHUX NEKLIX: B Hepinto, 14-ro kBiTHs, 2019
POKy. B LepkoBHin 3ani. Moyatok o 12:30 rog.no obigi.
Mpomoseup: Ap. Metpo KoHagpa. Tema: “Peniria i Hayka .

ADULT MINISTRIES LECTURE SERIES - Sunday, April 14,
2019 at 12:30 in the church hall. Speaker: Dr. Peter Kondra.
Theme: Science & Religion.

BENUKOAHIA BA3AP: Llkoro poky napadisnbHuii
BENMKOLHIN BA3AP sinbynetbcs B cy6oTy 20-r0 KBIiTHS,
2019 poky 3 11:00 rog. panky fo 15:00. 3BepHiTb yBary Ha
yac Bigkputta 6asapy. 3npowyemo BCiX, byae Benukui
BMGIp yKpaiHCbKMX BUPOBIB. BULIMBAHKM, CYBEHIpUM CMadHa
[OMaluHs ixa, nacku, Ta Barato iHworo. MoxHa npuabaty
3amopoxeHi BapeHuku ($8.00 3a atoxuHy)

MonepedHe 3aMOBMEHHA  Macok,
3BepTanTeCs 4o Cnigyumx ocio:

* po Mapyci BeHrep 514 252 9995 a6o Onbrut Koy 514 722-
1579 - 3aMOBIIEHHS NACOK.

* Onbra Koy 514 722-1570 - 3amoBneHHs bopLua i ronobuis.
MpUAMalOTLCS 3aMOBREHHS [0 17-T0 KBITHS.

ronobuis, 6opwa -

MoxHa 3amoBuTU Micue ( cTin $25 ans npogaxi cBoix peyei)
. 3Beprantecs fo €sreHii Kingpat 514 708-0527

ST. SOPHIE PARISH EASTER BAZAAR - Our annual
bazaar will take place on Saturday, April 20, 2019 from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Please note the change in time. A large
selection of Ukrainian artifacts, embroideries & Easter eggs
will be for sale as well as trinkets & treasures. Lunch &
sweets can be purchased, as well as frozen varynyky ($8 per
dz.)

Pre-order your paskas, cabbage rolls and borscht today.
Please contact:
= Mary Wenger at 514-252-9995 or Olga Kowcz at
514-722-1579 to order paskas;
= Olga Kowcz at 514-722-1579 to order borscht and
cabbage rolls. Deadline to order is April 17t

Tables will be available to rent for $25 each. Please contact
Eugenia Kindrat at 514-708-0527 to reserve.

MOJIUTOBHUKWU: Hosi monutoBHUKM € B npoaaxi. $20.00
3BepHiTbCs A0 cTapLumx 6paris.

PRAYER BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR SALE - $20 each.
Please see Zenon Hryckowian or Walter Ostapchuk if you
would like to purchase one.

KOHCYNbTATUBHUMA KOMITET - 3sepraTeThcsl [0 BCiX
napadisH, Wob 3anoBHUNM “"aHKeTy , sKka byna BucnaHa
[0 BCiX napadisH. byge nacka, 3anoBHITb | BUWNITh
erieKTpoHHO  mowTow Ao  Bonogumupa  Konenwua
(wkolanitch@videotron.ca) abo npuHeCiTb 4O LEPKBM i
BKWHbTE B CreLinbHun AwmkK : MNpuinmaroTbesa aHkeTn go 20-ro
kBiTHs1, 2019 p. Bawa Bignosigb BaxnuBea.

SURVEYS - The Advisory Committee would like to remind
everyone to please complete the survey and either mail it, bring
to the assigned drop-off boxes in church or give or email to
Walter Kolanitch (wkolanitch@videotron.ca). Deadline to submit
the survey is April 20, 2019. Your responses are important.
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3ATANbHI IHOOPMALI

GENERAL INFORMATION

BIABIAWHU XBOPUX - nosigomnsio Hawux napadisH, o
CEPEJJA € npusHayeHa [Ans BiABiAyBaHHS XBOPUX B
ByouHkax 4 Ha pgomy. AKWO KOMyCb BifOMO Mpo
nepebyBaHHA HalwMX napadisH B NikapHi NpoLLy nosigomTe
npo Le cealexnka 514-947-2235.

VISITING SICK - If you know of any parishioner who is il
and is being treated in the hospital or at home, or anyone in
need of pastoral care, please contact Fr. Volodymyr at 514-
947-2235.

LIEPKOBHWUM XOP: PeneTuuji xopy wonoHeainka, o 19:00
rod. B LepKOBHit 3ani. 3a JoaaToBuMu iHpopmaLisMi npoLly
3Beptantecs po [lanuen  Basepyak (514) 620-9494.
3anpoLuyemo HoBMX XOpUCTiB!

CHURCH CHOIR - Rehearsals are on Monday evenings at
7:00 pm in the church hall. New members are always
welcome. For more information, please contact Helena
Waverchuck at (514) 620-9494.

KOHTAKTHA IH®OPMALIA - npocmo 3BepHiTbca [0
Bonogumupa OcTtanyyka, Ao BU NOMIHANM abo nnaHyeTe
MiHATW  CBOWO  [AOMALUHK Y4 MOWTOBY  anpecy
(vostapchuk76@gmail.com)

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE - Please contact Walter
Ostapchuk at vostapchuk76@gmail.com if your status,
address, telephone numbers or e-mail address have
changed.

MOXEPTBA HA LIEPKBY ABO 3AMJIATUTU CBOIO
YNEHCbKY BKIAOKY - HATUCHITb:
www.canadahelps.org.

A+ BBy gpab

ONLINE DONATIONS & MEMBERSHIP PAYMENTS - can
be made by visiting www.canadahelps.org.
Thank you for your generosity.

YKPAIHCBHKE NMPABOCNABHE
BNIAFOUYUHIA MOHPEAN-OTTABA:

CMiNbHI NOCTOBI BIAMPABW 2019:

Hepina 7-ro ksitHA, 6:00 no non. Cobop YcninHa Mpecsstoi Boropoguui (1000 Byron Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario).
Mponosigb: Mpot. Bonogumunp KywHip. beciga: Mutp. Mpot. O-p Irop Kytaw

Cy6oTta 13-ro kBiTHA, 11:30 paH.- 5:00 no non. [lyxosHuit CemiHap - Kategpa CB. Codii. becigu: 0o. CtethaH Buram,

Bonogmmup KywwHip Ta Irop Kytaw, Ta [1-p MeTtpo KoHgpa.

Hepins 14-ro kBiTHA, 5:00 no non. Liepksa Cs. Mokposu (2246 boul. Rosemont). Mponosigb: 0. Irop Oxpumyyk. beciga:

Mpot. Bonogumup KyLwuHip

OTTAWA-MONTREAL UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX DEANERY
JOINT LENTEN SCHEDULE 2019

Sunday, April 7 - 6:00 pm at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral (1000 Byron Ave.,
Ottawa). Sermon: Very Rev. Archpriest Volodymyr Kouchnir, Speaker: The Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dr. Ihor G. Kutash




Saturday, April 13 - 11:30 am Spiritual Seminar at St. Sophie Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral. Speakers: Fr. Stephane
Bingham, Dr. Peter Kondra, Very Rev. Fr. Volodymyr Kouchnir, and The Rt. Rev. Mitred Archpriest Dr. lhor G. Kutash

Sunday, April 14 — 5:00 pm at St. Mary the Protectress Church (2246 blvd. Rosemont). Sermon: Fr. Ihor Okhrimtchouk,
Speaker: Very Rev. Archpriest Volodymyr Kouchnir

THE ORTHODOX CLERGY ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC:
SUNDAY LENTEN VESPERS SERIES 2019:

‘BUT WHO DO YOU SAY THAT | AM?” (Matthew 16:15)

“...[F]or you, the only correct answer to His question is your
personal one. Who do you say that He is?”
(Richard B. Patterson, PhD, a clinical psychologist from El Paso, Texas)

Vespers at 7:00 p.m. followed by a talk:

Fourth Sunday of Lent, April 7, 2019
Saint Markella Greek Orthodox Church, 5390 Saint-Urbain H2T 2X1
Pastor: Fr. Panagiotis Pavlakos. Speaker: Fr. Justin Mitchell

Fifth Sunday of Lent, April 14, 2019
Eglise orthodoxe Saint-Benoit-de-Nursie, 2014, Saint-Urbain, Montreal H2X 3X8
Pastor: P. Dragos Giulea. Speaker: Fr. lhor Kutash

MOLENb XPUCTUAHCBLKOI CMNINbHOTH

I3 KHUrK AisHb ANOCTONIB, YNTAEMO, LLO NepLua rpynka y4Hie Mecii, mana ogHe cepue Ta ogHy Aywy
i B Hi naHyBaB MMp. A LLe 03HAYaE, WO Y Tilh CNi/IbHOTI He ByN10 MicuA Ha NAITKKU, Ha 3a34PiCTb, Ha Hakaenu
Ta O4YopHeHHA. lepBicHa cnifibHOTa XpPUCTOBMX Y4YHIB Big3HayanacAa NbOB’t0, AKAa HaMoOBHOBasa Yyce.
Xp1CTOC MONMBCA NPO AOCKOHANY EAHICTb CBOT Y4HIB, W06 BOHM Bynu o4HO, AK i Mn ogHo ( 1B. 17,21-22)

CborogHi 6araTo XpUCTUAHCBKUX CMiNbHOT, MEPEeXMBAKOTb AYXOBHY Kpu3y, He OypyTb y4yacTb B
OYXOBHOMY WUTTi napadii, agxKe He BCi pO3yMilOTb Camy MPUPOLY XPUCTUAHCBKOI CRiAbHOTK, ii uini Ta
NPUHLMMNKN HA BigMiHY BiZ CBITbCbKMX CNiAbHOT. TOMy, W06 OLIHWUTK AKYCb XPUCTUAHCBKY CRiNbHOTY, CAig,
NOANBUTUCL Ha MOBELIHKY ii YNEHIB: Y4 BOHW NarigHi M NOKipHIi, UM y Til CNiNbHOTI ICHYIOTb CyMepeykmn 3a
BNAAY, YU MiXK TUMWU XPUCTUAHAMM € 3a34PiCTb, UM € MicLe Ha nycTi 6anaukn?!

OnaBoN 3aBXKAM HaAMaraeTbCa PO3AiNUTU yYHiB Icyca, Cnig cKkasaTu, WO B NepLllin XPUCTUAHCLKIN
cninbHoTi Bynu cBoi npobnemu, Npo fAKi Ham po3nosigae asTop [iAHb Anoctonis: 6opoTbba 3a Bnaay,
OOKTPUHANbHI cynepeykun Ta iHwe. byaun TakoxK npobaemu Wwoao0 CAyKiHHA BAOBaM, came TOMY M anocTonm
BUOpanu cimox MmyxiB A,06POI cnaBu i BUCBATUAM iX Ha AMUAKOHIB. [TpoTe, He3BaXKatouM Ha Pi3Hi TPYAHOLL, Ta
neplwa cnifibHOTa Big3Havyanaca NOPO3YMIHHAM, FTAPMOHIMHUM BHYTPILWWHIM UTTAM Ta CBIZYEHHAM NpPO
BOCKpecnoro Icyca.

Micha cBOro cnaBHoOro TPUAEHHOrO BOCKpPeCiHHA Haw Cnacutenb lcyc Xpuctoc nepepas cBOIM
anoctonam ocob6amBy micito OTOXK A 3 BaMM MO BCi AHi aXK 40 KiHuA BiKy» (MT. 28, 19-20). Byt xpuctuaHamm
o3Hauae 6yTM yuyHamu Icyca Xpucrta, eguHoro Yumtensa, Hociammu Moro [yxa, sictyHamu Woro [ob6poi



HoBMHM Ta cBigKamu ICTUHMU, AKoO € BiH cam. AK uyneH LlepKkBu XpUCTOBOI, KOXKEH XPUCTUAHUH NOKAUKAHUN
3poctat B lcycoBomMy Y4HIBCTBI, cuniow i aisHHAm CeaTtoro [lyxa wopasy raublie nisHaBaTM CBOro
BoxecTBeHHOro Yuntensa, AKN NPUCYTHIN y cninbHOTI LlepKkBu, Ta AinnuTUCA CBOIM A0CBIA0M i3 BANMKHIMM.

Mpupopa XpUCTUAHCLKOI CNiNbHOTU:

1. - namaHHA xniba- EBxapucTis

2. cninbHa NiTypriiHa monuTBa

3.- po3yMiHHA i noAscHeHHA Boxoro cnoBsa ( KaTnxusauis)

4. - miciHa npaug -

5. - BuABMB N0OOBM - BiTaTU iHWKWX [0 HALIOi CMNiINBHOTU HE3BaXakouu Ha iX Ky/AbTypHi, couiabHi
BiZAMIHHOCTW.

6. - CAYXKiIHHA BAMMKHbOMY

TBOpsAUM }KUBY napadito, MU MOBUHHI PO3YMITH, WO KUTTA NapadianbHOI CNiNbHOTU — Lie He TibKK
cnyxaHHs Boxkoro CnoBa, cnifibHa MOINTBA Ta ydacTb Yy CBATUX TaiHCTBaX, a M CAYXKiHHA 6AnXKHbOoMy. Cam
FfocnoAab NOACHIOE HAM CNPABXHE 3HAYEHHSA HALLOT CMiNbHOI CNpaBK B NPUTYi Npo A06poro camapsiHuHa (/1k.
10, 30-37), a TUX, XTO YMHUTb Aina muaocepad, To6To CnilnUTb NMOCAYKUTU CBOEMY BIMMKHLOMY, Ha3UBaE
6naxkeHHUMK: «BnaxeHHi munocepaHi, 60 BOHU 3a3HaloTb munocepas» (MT. 5, 7).

The Annunciation of the Most-holy Theotokos

The biblical story of the Feast of the Annunciation is found in the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke (1:26-39). The
Archangel Gabriel appeared to the Virgin Mary, who was living in Nazareth, and said to her, “Hail, O favored one, the
Lord is with you.” Mary was perplexed and wondered what kind of greeting this was.

The angel told her not to be afraid, for she had found favor with God. He said, “You will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”

Mary responded to the angel by asking how this could happen since she had no husband. The angel told her that the
Holy Spirit and the power of God would come upon her, and that the child to be born of her would be called holy, the
“Son of God.”

The angel then proceeded to tell the Virgin Mary that her cousin Elizabeth had conceived a son in her old age (John the
Baptist), and affirmed that with God nothing is impossible.

In faith and obedience to the will of God, Mary replied to the angel, “Behold, | am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be
according to your word.” Upon her response, the angel departed.

It is on the Feast of the Annunciation, that Orthodox Christians commemorate both the divine initiative of God, whereby
He took on flesh from the Virgin for our salvation, and the human response, whereby Mary freely accepted the vocation
offered to her. He elected to become man, and He desired to do this with the willing agreement of her whom He chose
as His mother. Mary could have refused, for she was not a passive instrument, but an active participant with a free and
positive part to play in God’s plan for our salvation. Thus, when on this and other feasts the Orthodox Church honors the
Theotokos, the Mother of God, it is not just because God chose her but also because she herself chose to follow His will.



